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OPENING HYMN #454 sts.1-4                                         “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009         Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–1987 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.   Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION AND OPENING DIALOGUE 

M: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
M: Christ has risen from the dead. 
C: God the Father has crowned him with glory and honor, 
 
M: He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
C: He has put all things under his feet. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
M: In today’s Gospel we will hear Jesus say, “I am the vine, you are the branches…and 

my Father is the gardener….Every branch that bears fruit he prunes so that it will be 
even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.” 
Through Baptism we were washed clean and made branches of Jesus, the vine.  

  His word takes away our sins and makes us fruitful for his purposes. Without such 
mercy and grace we cannot live as branches of our life-giving Vine. Let us consider 
our need for such forgiveness and confess our sins.  

M: Lord Jesus Christ, living Vine, 
C:  we confess that we have taken for granted your grace and mercy, poured out 

on us in Holy Baptism. We have not appreciated the gravity of our sins, the 
sacrifice of your life for us, and the full and free forgiveness which you offer in 
your grace. We have not recognized our heavenly Father's pruning as the 
loving action it truly is. By your Holy Spirit, increase in us true devotion to 
your will and a desire to bear fruit worthy of your holy name. Forgive us, 
restore us, and set our feet on the path of true discipleship. 

M:  “If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts” (1 John 3:20). 

God sent Jesus as the payment for our sins. As a called servant of Christ I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C:  Amen.  
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                                                             CW 190 
M: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
   
 

 
 

C: 
 

M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
   
 

 
 

C: 
 

M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
 

 
 

C: 
   
M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord.  
 

 
 
 

C: 
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M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
 
 

 
 

C: 
 

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 
 

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST                                                                       CW 191 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman   Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. 
Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
M: Let us pray. 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 
what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of 
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Be seated. 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                              Acts 4:32-37 
 32All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their 

possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33With great power 

the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s 

grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34that there were no needy persons 

among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, 

brought the money from the sales 35and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to anyone who had need. 

 36Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means 

“son of encouragement”), 37sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it 

at the apostles’ feet. (NIV) 
  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                       “A New Name”      
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PSALM 63C (sung responsively as indicated)              “Lord, You Are My Hope And Stay”  
 
Refrain 
 
 C: 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

M:  You, God, / are my God, 

    earnestly I / seek you; 

C:  I thirst for you, my whole being / longs for you, 

    in a dry and parched land where there is no / water. 

I have seen you in the sanctu- / ary 

    and beheld your power and your / glory.   Refrain 
  

M:   Because your love is bet- / ter than life, 

        my lips will glori- / fy you. 

C:   I will praise you as long / as I live, 

         and in your name I will lift / up my hands. 

         Because you / are my help, 

             I sing in the shadow / of your wings. 

         Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

             and to the Holy / Spirit, 

         as it was in the be- / ginning, 

             is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
 

Text: Hal H. Hopson   Tune: Hal H. Hopson   Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer   Text and tune: © 2008 
Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers (refrain).    Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. 

Northwestern Publishing House.   Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 
 

SECOND READING                                                                                     1 John 3:18-24 
 18Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 
 19This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at 
rest in his presence: 20If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than 
our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have confidence before God 22and receive from him anything we ask, 
because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23And this is his 
command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another 
as he commanded us. 24The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in 
them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave 
us.  (NIV) 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                            St. John 15:5 
 
   
Refrain 

 
 
 
   C: 
 
   
  
 
 
 
M: I am the vine; you are the branches.  
  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit. 
C: Refrain 

1.  

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services.  
Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                            St. John 15:1-8 
 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in 

me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will 

be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 

you. 4Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 

must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

 5“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will 

bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If you do not remain in me, you 

are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 

ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8This is to my Father’s glory, that 

you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”  (NIV) 
  
M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated. 
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HYMN #681                                                                                             “Christ Is With Me” 

 

 

 

 

 
‘ 

Text: Gerald P. Coleman, b. 1953, alt.          Tune: Gerald P. Coleman, b. 1953, alt. 
Text and tune: © 1992 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 

 
 

SERMON TEXT                                                                                                Acts 4:32-37 
 
SERMON THEME                                                                             “An Easter Nickname” 
 
Please stand. 
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CONFESSSION OF FAITH:  
THE THIRD ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED (SANCTIFICATION) 
 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  

M: What does this mean? 

C: I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing  

   believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. 
   

  But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel,  

   enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  

  In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies  

   the whole Christian Church on earth,  

   and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
 

  In this Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins  

   to me and all believers. 
 

  On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead  

   and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 
 

  This is most certainly true. 
 
Be seated. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

FRIENDSHIP CARD is available on the tables by the entrances and in the mailboxes of members.  
                                       If you are watching on-line please go to the description link and sign in. 

OFFERING   The offering plates are located by the entrances. You may also give electronically via 
        our website:  immanuelfindlay.org or the App: GivePlus.  
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION                                                                 CW 199                                                          
 

Please stand.  
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
   
 
 
 

C:   
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
 
 
 
C:  
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
 

 
C:  

 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., 

 admin. Music Services.Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his 
glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY CW    200Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman  Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing 
Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for you did not leave your fallen creation to itself. 

You promised our first parents a Savior; you rescued Noah and his family from the 
flood. You sent prophets and apostles to speak your Word, pruning away error and 
nourishing fruitful living. Most of all, we give thanks that you sent your Son, who by 
the sacrifice of himself made forgiveness available to all who would call on him in 
faith. Grant us now to approach his table with joy and the full assurance of sins 
forgiven. To you, Father, along with the Son and Holy Spirit, be all praise and glory 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
  your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

   

  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                        CW 202 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman   Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., 
 admin. Music Services.      Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 

Be seated. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Visitors: Please see the Communion Statement on the back page of the 
bulletin before joining us for Holy Communion. 
 
The distribution hymns are on the display, in the hymnal,  
and at the back of the large print bulletin. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN #441                                         “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 
 

M: The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life 
everlasting.  

C: Amen. 
 
M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
C: his mercy endures forever. 
 
M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
M:  We give thanks, heavenly Father, that you have strengthened our faith through this 

Sacrament. Go with us now so that we may live out this day as fruitful branches of 
the Vine, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING                                                                                              Hebrews 13:20-21 
M: May God the Father, who in grace created you and all things;  

  may God the  Son, who by his sacrifice made forgiveness available to you;  
 may God the Holy Spirit, who worked faith in your hearts to be able to call Jesus 
Lord – bless you and keep you this day and always. 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN #595                                                 “Fruitful Trees, The Spirit’s Sowing” 

 

 

 
 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926         Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, b. 1932 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co.           Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. 

Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 
 
 

Acknowledgments: Setting Three from Christian Worship  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The 

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Software distributed in partnership with 

Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 
Confession of Sin, Prayer of Thanksgiving and Post-Communion Prayer from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish. Used 
by permission.  

 
PLEASE STAY  for the WELS Connection video. 
 
OUR FORMER VICAR, Rev. Samuel Pappenfuss, accepted the Call to Good Shepherd 
Lutheran in Midland, MI (907 Mattes Dr). He will be installed today, the 28th, at 4:00 pm. 
There is a meal following; please RSVP for the meal to  pastor@bethellutheranbc.org.   
 

THE LIBRARY has been cleaned out. There are books in the coat area that are free for 
the taking. We do not want them returned.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastor@bethellutheranbc.org
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Ushers: **8:00 AM  Bob H., Mike W. **10:30 AM  Joe B., Mike S.    

Accompanist: Connie Krueger 

 
Greeters  East Door  North Door 
4/28 8AM  Bob H.    Volunteer 
 10:30AM  Deana H.    Bill & Helen R.  
 
 

Greeters       East Door      North Door 
5/5 8AM   Volunteer  Volunteer 
  10:30AM Brad & Sarah S. Pam W.  
5/12 8AM   Howard & Nancy Volunteer 
  10:30AM Diane L.   Vern & Marjorie H.   
5/19 8AM   Bob H.   Volunteer 
  10:30AM Jan S.    Laura & Mike B. 
5/26 8AM   Karl & Lynn F. Volunteer 
  10:30AM Deana H.   Bill & Helen R. 
 
May Ushers:   **8:00AM Brad S., Howard W.   **10:30 AM   Bill R., Paul W. 
Accompanist: Connie Krueger 
 
Bible Study:  Sunday   Adult Bible Study  Trinity   9:15 AM 
          Wednesday Adult Bible Study  Luke’s Gospel 10:00 AM 
 
CALENDAR  Sunday  Worship & Holy Communion, 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
            Youth & Adult Sunday School, 9:15 AM 
       Wednesday Adult Bible Class, 10:00 AM 
       Thursday Choir Practice, 7:00 PM  
       Sunday  Worship & Holy Communion, 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
            Youth & Adult Sunday School, 9:15 AM 
            Confirmation, 11:45 AM 
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Welcome! We join together here to thank God for a new week of promise and 
possibilities.  Let us welcome the opportunity of worship.  Let us greet one another 
joyfully and lovingly!  If you are searching for a church home, please feel free to talk to 
the pastor after the service.   
Large print bulletins are available at the back of the fellowship hall.   
There are visitor welcome packets available in the narthex.    
There are children’s books, coloring pages, pencils, and crayons available at the back 
of the fellowship hall. Please return the books, clipboards, pencils and crayons.   
Silence is golden. Please silence cell phones before worship.  
If you would like items displayed on the bulletin board please contact the office.  
When receiving communion, it’s very helpful when you extend your hand to receive the 
wafer of bread. If there is anyone who would prefer to receive the wine mixed with water, 
please contact the pastor.  We also have low-gluten wafers available; please speak with 
the pastor or an elder.  
Celebrating Communion in Love—In love, Jesus gives his body and blood in Holy 
Communion. In love, Jesus tells us we are prepared for his meal when 1) we recognize 
our sins and need for forgiveness; 2) we confess Jesus as the only true God and Savior, 
without whom we would be lost for eternity; 3) we have been instructed in the Biblical 
truths of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection; 4) we believe that in the Supper Jesus gives 
us his real body and blood in the bread and wine; 5) we publicly confess our oneness of 
faith and full agreement of belief with those whom we receive the Supper. In love, Jesus 
cautions us that if we are not properly prepared, then we are rejecting his love and would 
receive his Supper to our harm. Therefore, in love for all, we at Immanuel follow the 
ancient, Biblical practice of Close Communion, offering the Supper only to those who 
have professed their agreement with our Wisconsin Synod fellowship. If you are 
interested in receiving the Supper with us, we invite you to speak with our pastor about 
the important necessary pre-Communion instruction.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church & Preschool (WELS)                                        Office (419)422-8209 
2300 Northridge Road, Findlay, OH 45840                                                  Fax (419)424-5555 
Website: immanuelfindlay.org                                                  Email: office.immanuelfindlay@gmail.com                           
Office hours:  Mon-Thurs 9 AM-noon                                                    Minister:  Rev. Robert J. Krueger  

 

about:blank
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN #441                                         “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 

 

 

 
 
5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

he lives to wipe away my tears; 
he lives to calm my troubled heart; 
he lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 
he lives and loves me to the end; 
he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing; 
he lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 
he lives, and I shall conquer death; 
he lives my mansion to prepare; 
he lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to his name! 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

             

Text: Samuel Medley, 1739–1799, abr.    Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, 1710–1793 
Text and tune: Public domain 


