
1 
 

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
December 21, 2025  

  
The Sunday School Students Present: 

God’s Love At Christmas 
 
 
 The theme for this year’s service comes from the well-loved children’s Christmas 
hymn “God Loves Me Dearly.” Originally written in 1852 by a pastor who was working 
with homeless and disadvantaged children, this hymn delights in the personal nature of 
our heavenly Father’s love—He loves even me. Because of our inherited sin and our 
own sinful choices, we were “in slavery, sin, death, and darkness,” but “God’s love was 
working to make me free.” 
 St. John wrote, “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him.” (1 John 4:9). Jesus was born to 
“save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus “paid all I owed” through his 
birth, suffering, death, and resurrection and so “set me free.” Because of Jesus, God’s 
Son, coming to save us, everyone can joyfully say, and sing, “God loves me dearly, 
loves even me.” 
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Preservice Music 
“O Come All Ye Faithful”   By Levi S. 
“Away In A Manger”     By Natalie G. 
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”  By Elizabeth G. 
 
Opening Hymn #354 sts.1-3                     “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–1880, alt. 
Tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786, alt.     Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Please stand. 

 

Invocation & Opening Sentences (1 John 4:9-10, Matthew 1:21, John 8:36) 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
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M:  “This is how God showed his love among us:  
C:  He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 
 
M:  This is love: not that we loved God, 
C:  but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 
 
M:  Mary “will give birth to a Son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
C:  because he will save his people from their sins.”  
 
M:  “If the Son sets you free, 
C:  you will be free indeed.”  
 
Prayer   
M:  O God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your  

 only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive him as our 
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our 
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
Be seated. 
 

 
Part 1: God Loved Me by Making a Promise 

 
Tucker: God has loved mankind since the beginning. In six days, he created the 
universe to give us a place to live.  
(Display image of Pangaea.) 
 
Pastor: God wasn’t stingy, was he? He created everything we would need, plus much 
more. Then after making such a beautiful home for us, God made Adam. He formed 
Adam out of the ground and breathed into him the breath of life. Adam was perfect, in 
body and in soul. God loved Adam and gave him a wife, Eve. God dearly loved Adam 
and Eve.  
(Place image of heart on Pangaea.) 
They loved him.  
 
Tucker: The Lord put Adam and Eve in a beautiful garden, where they had plenty of 
delicious fruit to eat all the time. He even gave them two special trees. The tree of life 
would keep them alive forever. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil would bring 
death. Every time Adam and Eve did not eat from that tree they were telling God, “We 
love you. We trust you.” The world was in perfect harmony.  
(White rose is revealed.) 
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Pastor: But an angel named Satan rebelled against God. Satan hated God and hated 
the people God had made. So Satan sought to trick Adam and Eve into disobeying 
God too. He lied, “God doesn’t want you to have everything good. He’s withholding 
good things from you. Eat fruit from the tree God has forbidden. Then you’ll be like 
God.”  
 
Tucker: Adam and Eve ate. Suddenly, they were terribly ashamed. They hid from each 
other with fig-leaf clothes. When they heard God coming, they were afraid, and so they 
hid from him. They didn’t love God. They only loved themselves.  
(Cover entire image with black fabric.) 
 
Pastor: That’s how each of us started out, also. Adam and Eve passed their sinfulness 
on to their children and their children’s children. Our parents started out in sin, and so 
have we. As St. Paul wrote in Ephesians 2: As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 
world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those 
who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
cravings of our flesh] and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by 
nature deserving of wrath. (Ephesians 2:1–3). 
 
Like Adam and Eve, we all were dead in our sins, under Satan’s power. We rebelled 
against God in many ways. We did not love God, but he still loved us.  
 
The Lord came to Adam and Eve, but not to kill them as they feared. He was coming to 
tell them how he would rescue them. He still loved them, even though they had not 
loved him. 
 
God said these words to Satan, but in them is a wonderful promise for us: 
 
All Children: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  
(Genesis 3:15).  
 
Tucker: Satan would be defeated by the offspring of a woman. This was fulfilled when 
Jesus, born of Mary, died for us on the cross and defeated Satan. 
(Remove black fabric. Place image of black cross on red heart.) 
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Hymn #583 STS. 1-2                                     “God Loves Me Dearly” 
**Children will sing stanza 1 with refrain, Congregation will sing stanza 2 with refrain. 
(During the introduction, the children stand.) 
 
Children: 1.    God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation,  
             God loves me dearly, Loves even me.  
 Refrain:   Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly,  

God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 
Congregation: 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. Composite    Tune: German    Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Recitation 

Satan, Satan, cruel foe,   (Pound fist into hand.) 
Eve and all he led to woe.  (Shade eyes, lower head.) 
Yet to the serpent God did say, (Shake finger as if scolding or hand cupped at ear.) 
“I will rescue them this way”:(Cross one index finger over the other to make shape of a cross.) 
 

Jesus, Jesus was his plan;  (Sign language for Jesus.) 
Born of Mary—God and man.  (Hold baby in arms.) 
Though Satan bit—God’s Son lay dead;(Close fingers on thumb quickly.) 
Christ would crush the serpent’s head. (Stomp heel on floor.) 
 

Father, Father, loves us so!  (Cross arms.) 
Joyful news we gladly know. (Point index finger at side of forehead.) 
To rescue sinners—me and you— (Point at self, then congregation.) 
He sent Jesus, Savior true. (Hold baby in arms or make sign of the cross.) 
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Hymn #327 STS.1,2,4                               “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
**Children sing stanza 1 with refrain, Congregation sings stanzas 2 & 4 with refrain. 
 
Children:  1.  O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 

       that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Refrain:     Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
 
Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–
1866, alt.    Tune: French, 15th cent., alt    Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Please stand. 
 

Confession: Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed 
me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, 
from death and from the power of the devil. 

 
Be seated. 
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Part 2: God Loved Me by Sending Jesus 
 
Daniel: God promised Adam and Eve that a Savior would be born. For a long time, 
God’s people waited. Many people did not believe a Savior would ever come, but 
always there were some who believed. During the flood, only Noah and his family, 
eight people in all, believed and waited. “ 4But when the set time had fully come, God 
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those under the law, 
that we might receive adoption to sonship.” (Galatians 4:4–5). 
 

Recitation                                                            Luke 1:26–35; 2:1–7 
Lily: The Son of God became a man in this way. “26 God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her 
and said,” 
“ ‘Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
     29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 
with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 
forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
     34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
     35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.’ ” 
(Luke 1:26–35). 
(Angel Gabriel and Mary depart.)(Anna & Maddie)  
 
 

Elizabeth: Nine months later, Jesus was born. St. Luke tells us: “In those days Caesar 
Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child.”  
 

(Mary and Joseph) (Maddie & Leo) 
 
“6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,”  

All Children: “7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.” 
(Luke 2:1–7). 
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Choir Anthem                                   “A Manger So Far from Home” 
Words & Music by: Patricia Mock Arranged by: Faye Lopez © 2022 Lorenz Publishing Company, a 

division of the Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 
In a manger so far from home. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord 

Jesus laid down His sweet head; the stars in the sky looked down where He lay, the 
little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. Away, away, away from the heavens. Away, away 

from His glorious throne, to the joy of a mother and angel song, in a manger so far 
from home. The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying He 

makes. I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, and stay by my cradle till 
morning is nigh. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay close by me forever, and 
love me, I pray. Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and fit us for heaven, to 

live with Thee there. Away, away, away from the heavens. Away, away from His 
glorious throne, joy of a mother and angel song, in a manger so far from home. Away 

in a manger, no crib for a bed, in a manger so far from home. 
 

Recitation                                                                              Luke 2:8–14 
Levi: “8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night.”  
(Shepherds) (Tyler & Cameron) 
 
Evan: “9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified.”  
(Angel) 
“10 But the angel said to them,  
 
Daniel: “ ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger.’”  
“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 
 
All Children:  “‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests.’”  
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Please stand. 
 

Hymn #346 STS 1-3                     “Angels We Have Heard on High”  
**Children sing stanza 1 with refrain, Congregation sings stanzas 2 & 3 with refrain. 
 
Children 
1.  Angels we have heard on high,  

Sweetly singing o’er the plains,  
And the mountains in reply,  
Echoing their joyous strains.   

Refrain:     Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
        Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: French; tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, 1862, alt.     Tune: French     Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 
Be seated. 
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Recitation                                                             Luke 2:15–20 
Natalie: “15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger.   
 “17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 
them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said 

to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.”  
 “20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.” 
 
Congregation Sings Hymn #352                       “Joy Has Dawned” 

 

 

 

 
 

Text& Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963  Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. 
CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702769 
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Part 3: God Loved Me by Dying and Rising for Me 
 

Lily: Jesus loved us, so he came to save us. Those perfect little hands and feet would 
one day be pierced by nails to pay our debt of sin and die on the cross. That’s why he 
was named Jesus, as the angel said, “because he will save his people from their sins.” 
(Matthew 1:21).  
 
Elizabeth: St. John wrote, reflecting on what Jesus had done: “This is how we know 
what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.” (1 John 3:16). St. Paul tells us, 
“God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.” (Romans 5:8). Jesus Himself said, “Greater love has no one than this, to lay 
down one’s own life for one’s friends” (John 15:13). 
 
St. John tells us that Jesus came and died for us that we might live forever: “9This is 
how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:9–10).  

 
Confession: Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed 
M: With what did Jesus redeem you? 
C: Not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his 

innocent suffering and death. 
 

Hymn #583 STS. 3-4                                     “God Loves Me Dearly” 
**Children will sing stanza 3 with refrain, Congregation will sing stanza 4 with refrain. 
 
Children: 3.  He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer,  
          He sent forth Jesus And set me free. 
 Refrain:   Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly,  

God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 
Congregation: 

 

 
 
 

Refrain printed on the next page. 
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Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. Composite     Tune: German     Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Part 4: God Loves Me by Giving Me Life Forever 
 
Tucker: God gave Jesus’ new life to me in my Baptism. St. Paul tells us, “4 We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united 
with him in a resurrection like his.” (Romans 6:4–5).  
 
Pastor: God has still more promises for us. Because Jesus came, paid for all our sins, 
and rose from dead, all who believe in Him will rise from the dead too. Jesus said, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they 
die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.” (John 11:25–26). Christians’ 
bodies will die, if Jesus doesn’t return first. But when Jesus returns, their bodies will 
rise from the dead. They will be made whole and good. Though our bodies will die, 
souls that trust in Jesus will never die. So believers will praise Jesus, our Savior, 
forever. As Psalm 146 declares, “I will praise the LORD all my life;  I will sing praise to 
my God as long as I live.” (v. 2). 
 
Evan: Jesus has opened the way back to the tree of life, back to paradise, back to 
complete harmony and love with God. In Christ, we will praise God forever. 
(Add gold ring around entire image.) 
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Congregation Hymn #583 STS. 5                 “God Loves Me Dearly” 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. Composite     Tune: German     Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession: Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed 
M: Why did Jesus redeem you? 
C: That I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom and serve him in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he has risen 
from death and lives and rules eternally. This is most certainly true. 

 
Friendship Register  is available by the entrances. If you are watching on-line please go to  

                  the description link and sign in. 

Freewill Offering The offering plate is located by the back entrance. You may also give  

            electronically via our website: immanuelfindlay.org or the App: GivePlus. 

 
Prayer 
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 
danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by your governance, may be 
righteous in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
M: Taught by our Lord and trusting his promises, we are bold to pray: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,   
  your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  
  the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

  The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

Congregation sings Closing Hymn #353             “Joy to the World” 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748      Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.  
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Thank you to all the children for the service today! 
 

Also, a very sincere thank you to our Sunday School Coordinator and all of our 
teachers! We also thank all of the parents for bringing your children to Sunday School 
each week for practices and the extra Saturday practices. What a blessing you are to 
our congregation.  
 

Usher/Greeter Sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in the entry. If you already are an 
usher or greeter, we will just include you on next years list unless you tell us to remove 
you.  
 

Mission Speaker: On Sunday, January 4th, Home Mission Pastor Jeffrey Duquaine 
will preach for both services, and he will speak to our Adult Sunday school class about 
his work. He is a missionary in Willoughby, Ohio.  
 

BIBLE STUDY       Sunday    Adult Bible Study      Today’s Readings     9:20 AM   
Resumes in January:  Wednesday    Adult Bible Study     James                     10:00 AM   
Resumes in January:  Thursday   Zoom Bible Study     The Incarnation       7:00 PM 
 

Greeters  East Doors       North Doors 
12/21 – Only ONE service at 10:00 AM 
 10:00   Jan S.                           Pam W. 
12/28  
 8:00     Volunteer                      Volunteer 

10:30   Deana H.                      Diane L. 
 

December Ushers: 8:00 Don L., Mike W.  10:30   Mike S., Kris A. 
 
Calendar   Sunday  Children’s Christmas Program 10:00 AM -Only one service! 
           No Sunday School today 
      Wednesday, December 24 
             CHRISTMAS EVE   Candlelight Service, 7:00 PM 
      Thursday, December 25 
            CHRISTMAS DAY  Christmas Service, 10:00 AM 
      Sunday   Worship & Holy Communion, 8:00 AM 
           Adult Sunday School,  9:20 AM  
           (No Youth Sunday School this week) 
           Worship & Holy Communion, 10:30 AM 
 
Welcome! We join together here to thank God for a new week of promise and 
possibilities. Let us greet one another joyfully and lovingly! If you are searching for a 
church home, feel free to talk to the pastor after the service.    
Large print bulletins are available at the back of the fellowship hall.    
There are visitor welcome packets available in the narthex.     
There are children’s books, coloring pages, pencils, and crayons available at the 
back of the fellowship hall. Please return the books, clipboards, pencils and crayons.    
Silence is golden. Please silence cell phones before worship.   
Bulletin Board: If you would like items displayed, please contact the office.   


